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Foreword

The procedures for obtaining aerial refueling clearances vary between nations and military
services with a myriad of requirements, capabilities, and equipment for the building blocks that
create many unique situations. In addition, variables such as operational requirements or
existing technical data issues can impact the overall complexity. The information contained in
this document is written to be used in conjunction with and supporting the ARSAG Aerial
Refueling Clearance Process Guide, the Standardized Technical Data Survey and the Test
Methods Guide.

Purpose

This document is intended to support the entire aerial refueling clearance process by
recommending the minimum information required to initiate the aerial refueling clearance
process between tanker and receiver agencies.

Scope

The AR Clearance Initiation Request document recognizes the requirement for definitive aerial
refueling agreements between cooperating organizations or nations. Aerial refueling support
agreements may include monetary agreements, contracted commercial tanker support
agreements and contractual tanker support requests from one organization or nation to another.
The AR Clearance Initiation Request document is not intended to include directions for the
development or content of these contractual agreements.
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Terms and Definitions

ARSAG Aerial Refueling Systems Advisory Group, International

AR Aerial Refueling

AAR Air-to-Air Refueling

AR Boom Tanker fuel delivery system via telescoping tubes and flying surfaces.

AR Drogue/Hose Reel Tanker delivery system via , take-up reel, hose MA 2, 3, 4 coupling and hose

stabilizing drogue

BDA Boom-to-Drogue Adaptor Kit. Used to permit probe refueling from a boom

equipped tanker through an adaptor kit attached to the boom. (No in-flight

conversion to boom is possible once BDA kit installed.)

NVG Night Vision Goggles

OEM Original Equipment Manufacturer

Probe/Nozzle/Mast Receiver system for accepting the tanker coupling

Receiver aircraft An aircraft that receives fuel from a compatible tanker aircraft.

Receptacle/UARRSI Receiver system for accepting tanker boom equipped nozzle. Includes the

Universal Aerial Refueling Receptacle Slipway Installation (UARRSI)

SRD Standards Related Document

STDS Standardized Technical Data Survey

Tanker Aircraft An aircraft that carries extra fuel available for transfer to a receiver aircraft.
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1.0 Information to Include

The following information is the minimum recommended to initiate the aerial refueling clearance

process (attach additional information as necessary). This process can be initiated by either the

tanker or receiver organization. A fully completed document, though desired, is not necessary in

order to initiate the process. However, in the end, items agreed between the nations involved in

the request will need to be completed.

1.1 Contact information of requested agency:
(Note: If contact information is not known, guidance may be obtained from the National SRDs within NATO ATP 3.3.4.2 or

through ARSAG, International at arsaginc@earthlink.net or +1 937 760-7407)

Point of contact name and position

Agency name & mailing address

E-mail address

Phone numbers

1.2 Contact information for requesting agency:

Point of contact name and position

Agency name & mailing address

E-mail address

Phone numbers

Request approval authority office & contact info (attach signed letter if available)
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1.3 Requested Clearance Category.

Category of clearance request required. (Category 1, 2 or 3 in accordance with

ATP 3.3.4.2)

1 2 3 (Circle one)

1.4 Need date.

What is the no-later-than date the aerial refueling clearance is required?

1.5 Brief description.

Provide a brief description (unclassified) of the reason for the operational aerial

refueling support

1.5.1 Magnitude of requirement.

Provide a description of the magnitude of anticipated operational aerial refueling

support required (flight hours, fuel qty etc).

1.5.2 Basic requirement.

What is the basic desired operational aerial refueling support requirements (area,

country, day, night, exercise, operation, envelope, etc.).



AR Clearance Initiation Request
ARSAG Document No: 16-88-98RD

Release Date: 14 July 2016

Page 12 of 18

1.6 System type.

Desired type of tanker AND receiver aerial refueling systems involved (select all

that apply).

☐ Tanker boom

☐ Tanker boom-to-drogue adaptor (BDA) kit (KC-135 only)

☐ Tanker centerline drogue

☐ Tanker wing pod drogue

☐ Receiver receptacle

☐ Receiver probe

1.7 Aircraft Description.

Make, model and version of all aircraft involved.

1.8 Fuel.

Type(s) of transfer fuel involved including primary, alternate and emergency fuels.

1.9 Systems manufacturers.

Please list the following regarding all applicable known aircraft and aerial refueling

systems manufacturers.

1.9.1 Manufacturer name.

_

1.9.2 Manufacturer point of contact and contact information.

_
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1.9.3 Is authority given for direct contact with manufacturers (consider intellectual

property or national export control restrictions)?

_

1.9.4 If “yes”, has approval been granted to share the relevant data with all

applicable agencies?

_

1.9.5 List any concerns related to this issue.

(use additional sheets as required)

1.10 Technical data.

List and describe availability of accurate manufacturer technical interface data

(other than STDS).

1.11 Standard Technical Data Survey (STDS)

List and attach any applicable completed Standardized Technical Data Survey

(STDS) information, if available.
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1.12 Training currency.

Describe flight crew operational aerial refueling training currency requirements of

tanker and receiver nation as required by requesting nation or organization.

1.13 Memorandums of Understanding (MOU).

List known applicable MOUs or agreements in place between tanker and receiver

nation/organization and points of contact.

1.14 Accident/Incident considerations.

Proposed aircraft accident/incident accountability, liability and investigation during

operational activities and points of contact.
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2.0 Flight test considerations.

If flight test is required for the aerial refueling clearance, the following information applies

during this phase only.

2.1 Availability Dates.

What are the estimated availability (dates) of the requesting agency aircraft for

flight test support? List any limitations.

2.2 Test location.

Where is flight test expected/desired to be accomplished?

2.3 Test aircrew.

Flight test aircrew organization, availability and experience level.

2.4 Instrumentation.

What level of instrumentation is expected to be available on the requesting agency

aircraft for aerial refueling systems? Include data parameters and sample rates.

2.5 Liability.

Proposed aircraft accident/incident accountability and liability during flight test

support phase and points of contact.
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2.6 Aircraft possession/control.

Will the aircraft of the requesting agency need to change possession or tasking

control during flight testing? If so, describe.

3.0 Additional Considerations.

Additional general considerations in addition to ATP 3.3.4.2.for all agencies are listed in

this section. Comments/responses in this section are not required but encouraged to

facilitate a better assessment of work scope. (add additional sheets as required)

3.1 Technical and operational interface meetings.

3.2 Preparation of technical orders.

3.3 Identification of restrictions.

Methods for identifying critical aerial refueling restrictions (ATP 3.3.4.2 or describe

other).

3.4 Fuel accountability.

3.5 Operational procedures, training and currency requirements.
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3.6 Maintenance procedures, training and currency requirements.

3.7 Technical data.

Description and location of relevant aerial refueling technical data (from other

clearances or activities).

3.8 Technical expertise.

Availability of aerial refueling technical expertise.

3.9 Flight test agency.

Flight test capability and identity of test agency, if available.

3.10 Data control.

Considerations for protecting proprietary or export controlled information.
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3.11 Funding considerations.

Funding of flight test and operational refueling missions.

This could include Foreign Military Sales, Direct Commercial Sales, Foreign

Military Financing, replacement in kind, ATARES Agreement, Implementing

Arrangement, etc.

3.11.1 Consideration of additional fund sharing options.

3.12 ATP 3.3.4.2

Use of ATP 3.3.4.2 Air to Air Refuelling Procedures and/or National SRD.

3.13 Additional procedures.

Additional specific aerial refueling operational procedures requested not found in

ATP 3.3.4.2 and/or National SRD.

3.14 Additional relevant information

(Include additional pages as needed).




